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turning  
Back the  
Clock

Give a savvy team of top design professionals the chance to polish 
up a gem of an old house, and the results will be spectacular. 

With a front porch made for tea cakes, airy interiors, and outdoor 
rooms, this newly restored Hamptons Queen Anne was built  

for summer. Photography by Durston Saylor
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B                                     uilt in 1900, 
the restored Southampton Queen 
Anne is a welcoming retreat for a 
Manhattan couple and their young 
children. Though used year-round, 
“It’s really their summer home, and 
a base for extended family during 
the season,” says New York–based 
architect John B. Murray, who also 
renovated the couple’s prewar 
apartment on Park Avenue. 

Working with design associate 
Charlotte Worthy, Murray expand-
ed the existing house to accom-
modate his clients’ needs while 
maintaining its original character. 
“Exploring the Queen Anne style 
allowed us to take advantage  
of the architectural elements that 
could solve design challenges,” 
he explains. “It showcases what is 
wonderful about the style—wrap-
around porches, delicate detailing, 
and bold massing. It’s the type of 
house that fits with the landscape.” 
Set far back from the street, its 
grandeur is further enhanced by 
“the terrific proportion of lawn to 
façade,” he adds.
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I           t’s a historic house, but no 
interior details remained. It was as 
if we were starting from scratch,” 
Murray states. “We reconfigured 
the main stair to create a central 
hall, making a terrific organizer for 
the rest of the house.” All of the 
rooms were reworked; playrooms, 
a wine cellar, and screened-in 
porches were added. Now fitted to 
store fishing tackle and bicycles—
the very stuff of summer—even the 
garage enjoys new status. 

For the interiors, the couple called  
on Victoria Hagan, whose modern 
but traditional style reflects the 
spirit of the house. In turn, plant-
ings by landscape architect Edmund 
D. Hollander reflect Hagan’s color 
palette. Planned as a series of out-
door rooms—a gazebo, a lily gar-
den, and a terrace surrounded by 
mature trees—the rear lawn links 
to the house by a new veranda. 

“We really maintained the old-
house feel,” concludes the archi-
tect. To the casual observer, the 
home’s simply as graceful as it was 
a century ago.









click to read this full issue of entra.

http://entramagazine.com/JulyAugust/EntraJulyAugustPreview/#?page=0
http://entramagazine.com/JulyAugust/articlesextras/JohnBMurrayVictoriaHagan/

	Cover.pdf
	MurrayHagan



